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King George. II. died Oct. 255 and King Ces ex III. began 39 
| King Geng Il. and Queen CHAni0TTE crowned *. 22 100 


HE Creation of the World LE EONS me ſince 5903 

The general Deluge, or Noah's Flood =» — 41g 
The Birth of Abraham Sm - * - 3804] 
The Foundation of Solomon's n - 23805 
The Babyloniſh Captivity - ' ,, 23 
The Birth of oh: Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Feſus Cbri if - 1799 
His Paſſion and glorious Reſurre&ion - — 1765 
The beginnieg of the Ten 3 by Nero - 172) 
The Tower of Lob pox built - 1228 
Cambridge made an Univerſity +" - - 114 
Oxford made an Univerſity | — 92 
liam Duke of Nermandy conquered England - 7330 
The Invention of Guns — 41 
The Ard of Printing firſt invented at Haerlem* - 369 
A greatPlague in London, whereof died 30,578 - 197 
The horrid Gunpowder Treaſon -, - - 194 
The Holy Bible new tranſlated - - 192 
Plague in London, of which, and other Diſeaſes die 564266 174 
New England planted 5 169 
1 King Charles I. beheaded 292 3 2 151 
King Charles II. reſtored — 139 
Another Plague in London, whereof, &c. died nearly 100,000 134 
14,200 Houſes burnt in London . . 133 
\. 4 great Comet appeared in December and. January, - 115 
The great 13 Weeks Froſt - 116 
King William III. and Queen Mary crowned April 11 - 110 
England and Scotland 'united = | - 94 
— Paul's in London finiſhed | - 92 
Anne died 3 and King cer L began 85 

| Proften Rebellion . - 84 
| King George I. died June 11 and King George U. procl. * June 7 

IA ſp lendid Comet, ſeen from Dec. 2 3 to Feb. 210. 

1A Rebellion, when the Rebels c came ſo far as el - - 
|. { The Date and Calendar altered — 47 
The Militia Act paſſed Wi 


Peace with Praneg and Spain. 36 
The Swedes forced: te. refign their Liberties to the King —_ 

f War commences againft Noth America  — © 24 
j, T The A — . declare themidives Independent States 21 
I | The French ſigned the firſt Treaty with the.American States 21 
[ War againſt France commenced "Vit r 21 
- | War begin againſt Spann 40 
War againft whoa 7'4 nr pare See = : 19 
err A general Peace 5,0 N 1 .. 10 
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March to the rſt of January, which change took place on the iſt 
of January, 1752 1 | | $f 41 
In conſequence of the ſame Act of Parliament, the uſe of the 
Julian account, or Old Style, heretofore followed in this coun- 
try, ceaſed on the ſecond of September of the ſame year 1752 5 
and by dropping or leaving out eleven nominal days, and calling 
the next, which would have been the third, the fourteenth, the 
New Style took place: and from thence, by the faid AR, is di- 
reed to be uſed for all time to come, in all his Majeſty's do- 
minions ſubject to the crown of Great-Britain. By this altera- 
tion, the ſeveral fixed or immoveable feaſts, as they are ordered 
to be placed in the New Calendar upon the ſame nominal days of 
the reſpective months as they were placed upon in the old, will 
come 11 days earlier than they would otherwiſe have done, and 
thereby make all things depending on them, ſuch as the open- 
ing or incloſing of common fields and paſtures, the holding of 
fairs and marts, the payments of rents and annuities, and the 
commencement or extinction of many private rights and mat- 
ters of property) do the ſame: To prevent therefore any incon- 
remence ariſing therefrom, the A vides and directs, that 
the opening or encloſing. of paſtures, the payments of rents, an- 
mities, and all other things depending on the fixed or immove- 
able feaſts;- ſhall not by this means be accelerated or forwarded, | 
but that the days of opening or ſhutting ſuch paſtures, of pay- 
wp ſuch rents or annuities, and of doing all ſuch other matters 


ſhall be kept, obſerved, and performed, on the ſame natural 
days of the year on which the faid feaſts would have fallen, if 
ths At had not been made. For this reaſon the 5th of April is 
called Old Lady Day, and the roth of October, Old Michaelmas 

Day, and ſo of the reſt, as being the reſpective days on which all. 
nch rents and payments become due, ſuch rights take place, 
and ſuch matters and things ought to be done, and not before, 


lepending on fixed or immoveable feaſts ; but all ſuch as depen 

dn moveable feaſts, or on days depending on them, are to take 
place, and be reckoned according to the New Calendar, in pur- 
lance of an Act ef Parliament of the year 2752, for am ing 
de former Akt of the year 1757. ö | 


vents, in the Regal or Chronological Tables, prior to, or upon 
de ad of September 1752, are to be underſtood according to the 
lian account, or Old Style; but after that time, the aundal 


tturns of them are placed in the Calendar part of the Almanack, 
according to the New Style, * nominal days later. : | 
- * 2 5 : . 
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V virtue of an Act, made in 15 fr, for alteration of the ſtyle 
the beginning of the year was changed from the 25th of 


and things formerly to be done and performed on the ſaid feaſts, 
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N. B. That all dates of births, deaths, or. other reinarkabld q 
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All that is here faid relates to the ſeveral things 1 UW 


2 htre, the Conjunction being at & ho. 32 


- All this has gone bn very ſmoothly and regularly from the year Ml 

1752 to the preſent time, ſo that people expect now to pay their 7 

rents and other matters on the 5th of April, the roth of October, Y 

&c. jult as they did before on the 25th of March, the 29th of 

September, &c. But now the 44 directs that theſe payments, 

&c. ſhall be made, on the ſame natural days of the year, as the 

teaſts, &. on which they depend would have fallen, if this Act 

had not been made. And it is certain, that had not the Act 

been made, this preſent year 1800 would have been biſſextile, 1 
that is, according to the Roman, account, would have had two p 

textiles, or 2;ths of February, and have contained 366 days, in- 

ſtead of 365, which it is now by the 44 made to conſiſt of. From 

this time forth therefore till the year 1900, the Old and New 

Stiles will differ 12 days, inſtead of 11, as hitherto ſince the 

| palſling of the Act, and remove the fixed feaſts, Lady-Day, Mi. [ 

chzelmas- Day, &c. to the 6th of April, the 141th of Octo er, 1 #4 


&c. as put down in my p eſent year's Kalendar. And of which my 
all people are in duty bound to take notice, Ss og ed 
The two Stiles, when the alteration was firſt made at Rome in 7 


the year 1 582, differed only by 10 days, which were therefote my 

that year left out in the month of October, and it was then or. 
dered that three days ſhould be abated in every four hundred 
years, by reducing the-leap-year at the cloſe of each century, for 
three ſucceſſive centuries to common years, and retaining the 
* leap: year at the cloſs of each fourth century only. 
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— — —_ — —— 4 — — 


* Or the ECLIPS ES which will happen this preſent Year 1800, 
There will be Two of the Su t, and Two of the Moon, as follow I 


.X1) April the gth in the Afternoon, the Moon will be eclipſed, But 
ag ſhe WU not be, pleaſed to liſt up her head here during the time, I ſhall 
ay no more about the matter.. "> > ee 
2) April the 84th, the Sun will be eclipſed, but it will be inviſible 
ng at 32 m. in the Morning In long, 
18; 3 24% Ds lat. 33 IN. central on the merid, at ĩ ho. in Jong, 165" k. 
"55" 4%. , 1 n 5 95 | 
Iz) oa ber the 2d, at Night, the Moon will be yifibly eclipſed 
Begins at 9 ho, o m. 4. keliptie Oppoſition at'g bo. 46 m. 1>5th. Middle 
9 ho. 56 m. 'End Io ho. 51 m. . Digits 2? 43' on the north limb. 
(La) ogober the 18th, in the Morn, the Swe will be eclipſed, but it will 
de inviſible here, the Conju- ion being after Sun · ſet at g ho, 13 m. 4-5ths, 
in long. 68. 24 45 J's lar. . + $0. , Ir will be central on the meridie 


9 bo. 37 m. in hong. 35% 2 E. aad lat. 30 Sourhs © > / 
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year 237 537 » R E E A C E. 

their e e de er e ode £1 0 bows? 

ober, MW —— Abſeatern qui rodit amicum; 

th of von defendit, alio culpante, ſolutos | 

dente Qi captat ziſus b+minum,, famamq ue dicacis : 

** Fingere qui non viſa poteſt; commiſſa tacere | 2 7 

1 40 Qui nequit; hie nige, eſt; hunc tu, Romane, cave dh” : 
C . OR, 

e A(t - Bhs that will ſcandatize his abſeat friend, I 

-xtile, Or hear him falſely bl m d, and not defend; * 

two © 'To raiſe a laugh and to te thrught a wit, | {0 

s, in- To feign falſe iule tajes of him tninks fit: E. 

From He that betrays each ſecret to him told, 


| New 


Him, like a black to treat, Reman, be bold. | 
: + N * Ronix. 


e the 
Mi. 6 . 1 f 
ol. 6 [ HAVE room, this year, only for a ſhort prefice; I have therefore pre- 


fixed a long motto to it to make it ſtill ſherter, and fince the leaſt ſaid is 
the ſooneſt mended, if I had no more room, I would end it here. The | 
lubje& of the motto is copious enough to enlarge upon, but as a worthy 
patleran bas out of chriſtian charity done this for me in the ſecond part 
of my deleCtable, that js delighttul, performance for this year, 1 ſhall here 
leit from proſecuting it, and have only put d*wn the motto to ſhew. how 

well the opinion of Horace agreed with that of my friend. O imitatorer 
vile pecus, was the exclamation of a man of genius, long before the in- 
rention, of the art of printing, which has cleared the way for them, and 
wade them increaſe and multiply many hundred fold. So that we, may now |, 
yell fay in plain Engliſh, O imitators ſervile catile, &c. The world is 
aely plagued with them. And though ſome works are of ſuch tranſcen- 

ſent merit as ta be termed inimitable, for that very reaſon it is that they 
nom ſwarm with imitators, witneſs Gray's Church-yard Elegy. Salluſt, 

the Roman hiſtorian, beging by obſerving, that it becomes all mankind to, 
trive with all their might, not to paſs their life in ſilence like the cattle, | 
Jormed by nature prone to the ground, and ſubje& to the belly, And this, 


which 


me in 
retore 
en or- 
ndred 
y, for 
ig the 
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I 809, 


W: 


. Bur well minced, wou d doubtleſs produce plenty of imitators firiving not to 
I hall pu their life. in ſilence like cattle, but forgetting that cattle ragiurt, or 


make 4 foul noiſe, they, when they imitate, but cannot excel, or even 

qual, raiſe a load roar, and ſo act like;cattle till, not for their filence, - 

put the want of it, aiming at the ſ«cet voice of nature expteſſed by the. 
ring of bull-, but not being ab e to come up to it, They act with juſt | 
be ſame conſiſtency as this S2lluſt, who pretended to deſpiſe living in ſub- 
tion tu the belly, and yet made his belly his god: living ip all manner 


aviſible 
2 long, 


65 . 


clipſed, luxory and debeuchery, There is not, however, much danger of the 
aide J am ſpeaking of imirating him in this-—wretched auth 18, paid by 


or bookſellets, will ſeldom be overdone with ſumptuous fare, Theſe. 


"BE 


it will vitators, however, are ſaid to aim at fame, who keeps an infamouſly ſa- | 
4- 5the, Ping, table, and feeds. her gueſts with nothing but ale nay, it is 
1+r1dien bounty to obtain even that, which is always denied to unſucceſsful. 


madidates, And as to bays and laure), if they cen at all be oblained, the. 

ies are well known to be of a poifeftous quality, to hurt the heal 

ad the eyes, and turn the head. By this, I mean, the applauſe of othe 

often impoſſible to be obtained, and when obtained, is apt to make 4 
- 46s A 3 | Ker 
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PREFACE 


ple forget themſelves, and act as if they were out of their wits, 0 
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copy good and praiſe worthy characters, and will be at the pains to deſerve 
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" died characters, imatators and pretenders; and why they are equally tritt, 
common, and contemptible. n 


or the cunning imitator of monkies at the Play-houſe, who calls himſe 


,omit jo mention another olaſs of theſe pretendery, namely,” boaſti»p doors, 
Si 


- Who tote I'1{mpoon'6n the age, under the title of the Guide to Old Azr 
: of Way to the Grave. Theſy, with one or two more diplomatic elap-docton 
of à certain univerſity, actiaꝶ pro bono publico, 4. e. as they aſſer for th 


ſerionſly, hard ſtudy is very hurtful to the health, trying to the eyes, and 
weariſorng to the mind. Nat that I claſs thoſe who are very guiliy of it, 
among theſe imitators and pretenders I am ſpeaking of, They are theſe 
that wiſh to a pear what they are not, not be ſtudious and learned, but to 
ſeem and be thought ſd. They know the world is miſled by appearances, 
and thus they aim to miſlead it; they think it an Eaſy matter 10 Jave theſe, 
as it is called, and put mankihd off with ſamples of the countenance, but 
they are frequen'ly miſtaken; ſome prying wicked wit or other will ever 
and anon be pulling off the vizor, and ſhewing their true ſhape, and then 
ienorance has great need of its companion impudence th ſupport it. Imi- | 
tation, I allow, is in ſome caſes needful ane commendable, provided ve + 


ſucceſs in it. But even then it will be ſaid of it, as it is of wit, and wth 
equal truth, _ 1 9 
Dahappy wit, like moſt miflaken thin 
5 HAͤAtones not for the envy that it brings; 

4% In youth alone i's empty praiſe we boaſt, 

Ek" > But ſoon' the Hort liv'd vanity is Joſt, | 
It is tolerab'e in youth for the acquiſition of uſeful arts, knowledge, and 
learning, but no ſooner does it diger conceit, which it is very apt to d » - * 


than it becomes intolerable, becauſe it no agar proceeds from 2 laudable 


motive; but is then too frequently Joined with pretenſions to have acquired 
thereby excellencies, to which the pretenders are real ſtrangers. This is 

ecome fo common, that imitators and pretenders are become, as it were, 
ſynonimous terms. And thus, with wondervus pains, and depth of thought, 
1 haye accounted for the coincident exiſtence of thoſe full, common, nd 


5 " Ly 


They are found in every occupation and profeſſion, but in the liberal ones 
48 abougd; from the poor haberdaſher of mathematical problems, who 
publiſhes as his own thoſe he has ſtolen from others, to the ambitious 
wight who mounted the jack-aſs in Fleet-ſtreet, and called him Pegoſu:; 


Harlequin. Nay, this laſt »ppears the captain of the tribe, and picks up 
good livelihood, whilft the other two w:etches are likely enough to want - 
bread. He j-oks plump and fat; ſo much more creditable and profitable it 
to ape monkies than men- The re ſon is plain; here is in this caſe no 
etition, none think themſelves imitated, and the man acts his pan, 
plays the monkey well. Whereas the other 'imitators pretend to whit 
they-are not maſters of, and ſo m ſt of neceſſity at their parts badly; and 
merit nothing but contempt, which they never fail to find, For wh t man 
is more contemptible than an apiſh ignorant pretcader ? Lcad ſcarcely her: 


Ike Solomon ton, any his coadju;or, Alexander Narrowbum, NI. D. 


public good, ſeem ay if they had a licence to pick my pocket, by obligat 
"he tobuy their works agatait'my will, in every newſpaper I f. for. 
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Poor Robin, 


|” Obſervations in JANUARY. .--- > 


late Ker, 


Tho T've this Work conducted years full twenty, 

I'm not exhauſted, rhymes I ſtill have plenty; 

Yes, rhymes I many more than I have pence, 
But then, they're not much overdone with 


F 
riſ. ſe. A. 


of none 


That 


may win and 
ullies 
thrive. 
For who, 
alas, be- 
friend can 
thoſe, 13 
F Who are 
their own. 


| 18jand others 


'foes ? 
So true the 


20faying is 
21/that no man, 
X 22/Can friend 


th. 


be to a wan - 
ton woman. 
And as to 
thofe of her 
own ſex, 

To tauat, 
torment her, 
and perplex, 
For this, 
they always 
found are 
ready, 
At this, if 
nothing elſe, 
they re 
ſteady. | g 


14 


It is the wim The beautiful plane: Vs will 
be a morning ſtar this year durir 
alive, the ſpring teaſon, and till the 5th 
day of Auguſt, when ſhe comes to 
her ſuperior conjunction with the 
Sun, at half paſt g in the morning; 
after which, ſhe wil! be an 7 
ſtar during the remainder of the 


Jupiter will be evening ſtar till 
the 5th day of Juiy; after that, 
morning ſtar till the end of the 


cury will be a morning far, 
and at his greateſt elongation from 
he ſun on the 19th day of this 


Mars will be a morning ſtar, anc 
come to the ſouth' at 22 min. paſ 
9 in the morning, on the ad day: 
of this month, 

Saturn will be in oppoſition te 
the ſun on the 26th day of thi 
month, at half paſt 7 at night. 

The flow moving Georgian will 
come to the fouth at one min. paſt} | 

in the morning, 
day of this month. 

But what all the 
are mighty true, betoken or ſigui 
ſure — > will expect to on . 
down in Poor Robin's Almanack. “ 
I ſhall therefore, and for that very 
reaſon, ſet it down, It fignifiea}” 
that all theſe mighty and vaſt 'bo |. 
dies are the works. af an 
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3 F e Iäand all conſuming found of old, 
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hat thus a veil, to blind the eyes, | 
May be demitted; and that this 
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-y wears a veil of ſtocking lace, 

d drops the ſame to hide her face. 
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Tbe ſaqwdrop's ſilken leaves all ting'd with green, 


The crocus cloath'd in blue agd gold 4s ſeen, 
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days, 1 
When thirteen wintert ald. 
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as not got money enough yet; 
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To kinder other folks from thriving, 


Of hatred. equally and love” , 
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From houſe or land, or dry or fenny, 
He ſtill contrives to ſqueeze a penny. 
A plaguey toad, old Hannah cries, 
T'wiſh I might ſcratch out his eyes, 
Muſt I eat carion lamb and mutton, 
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And therefore, all the en round, 


Boniface 


He'd make us buy our very breath, 
He'd ſurely tax us all to death, 
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6 24 M Faith hey would not have the king I ſent 
1 | | 2 em, 

a "1 ” e.g good, and for bleſſing meant 
9 27 ESt. Denys | And therefore, juſtly they ſhall fee! 
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"The ſeaſon of rejoicing this is found, 
And every rural board's with plenty crown'd; 
Be thankful for theſe bleſſings, and keep ſober, 
For ſhameful tis to tell, how each October 
More drunkenneſs, more gluttony and pride 
Is ſeen, than in all other months beſide, 
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of all friendſhips. My votaries too 
enjoy a pleaſure in every thing they 
help exciſe, either eat or drink, even without 
having laboured for it; becauſe 
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ſhe would being honoured by thoſ 
full ſorely who are young. They look 
Iſſet it. with comfort on their paſt actions, 
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122d Sun. aft. Trin. ſit filches from them all away. 

of Lin. And he too, being mean and baſe, 
Soon finds himſelf in the ſame caſe. 
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. now this diſmal month November's here, 
The roads are bad, unwholeſome is the air, 
Caufing diſeaſes dire and melancholy, 


Reflecting on paſt wickedneſs and folly ; 
And would their doing ſo but make men wiſe, 
Even from this mopiſhneſs would bleſſings riſe. 
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That riſe from popular deluſion. 
Let looſe, tis ſuch a monſter fell, 
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No pow'r on earth its rage can quell, 12 
Then let us fit, cool and ſedate, 
Contented with our preſent fate; 3 
Knowing that for the beſt is meant, 6 
Whate'er kind Providence has ſent, 7 
That from the evils, which we ſee g 
ound us, we may ſtill be free. 
quietneſs our actions guide, J 
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f treachery and fell commotion, Il} 
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{The taxes hard are to be borne, ! 
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Still truſt the ſame Almighty power 
That us upheld has to this hour, 11 
Will out of his paternal care, . | M'9 
Thankleſs and rn / 0 
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PART Taz SECOND. 


containing as much Aſtrology as is neceſſary for a P 
| of this Kind, and no more than the Trutk; 
much the Preference to all other annual. — — with|] 


which gives it þ 


Thur loch Tables and Obſervations as (added to Firſt — 
Chur. | | bi PY uſeful to all Aſtronomers, ene tanta, 
Phurſ; ? f ogers, and Politicians, | . 
12 Gaiden Number 15 | Cycle of the'Sun 17 


[The Epact 5 


4 Roman Indiction 3 
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PLANETS. 

| 5 The Sun. 
The Moon. 
| Mercury. 
| 2 Venus. | 
l ars. 

b ſupiter. 
Saturn. | 
'2 Aſcending Node. 
5 Deſcending Node. 
6 Conj unction. 
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r Capricorn. 


| S1GNs of the Zodiac. 1 

Aries. "3 
Taurus. ” 
N Gemini, | 
25 Cancer. 5 
K Leo. 
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m Virgo. | „ an 


Libra. 


m Scorpio. 
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= Aquarius. 
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'  IBridgewater, Milford: Haven, Lizard, Wintertewn, : 30 


8 7 9 1 


The uſe of the for of the Moon's, Southing, i 
4 a , 28 E of the nh 
YE, . To find the time of High-Water in moft parts of 
4. E NG L. A r 


4 
[ 
bh | Take the time of the Moon s Southing for the day pro- 
I poſed, and to that add the hours and minutes which a 
(againſt the place required in the time of High of ſea. 


ſcoaſts, and the ſum will be the time of High-Water at 
Px the place required on that day. TM 

| 2 | A Table of the Sea Coaſts.” FH. M 

Portſmouth,  Pucenborough, ons, > = 0 0 

Rocbefter, Winchel/ea, Fluhing, „ & 

| Downs, Graveſend, Ramkins, Grain, ke, L 30 

| Denbigh, Bell-I/le, Holy- Iſle, " Devens: Road, =, if 

'* . |London, Tinmouth, Whitby, Hartlepool, FRE 3 o⁰ 

2 Scarborough, Berwick, Fluſhing, Staples, 3 45 

© | Flamborough, Humber, Bridlington- Bay, £5 4 30 

| Plymouth, Ramſey, Newcaftle, Severn, $ 15 


Lyns, Fo Fo/dyke, Hull, Weymouth, Daremah, Croſs: 49 00 
By ofton, Fart. Point, Foulneſs, Briftol-Key, = 45 


T armouth, I/le of Wight, the Needles, - 8 15 


% 


4 of Man; pol, tank, - 9 10 
| rake a 


28 —_—_— . 
| Rye, Solæbay; Margate-Road, . 5 TT” A 
I. To find the hour of the „ by the ſhadow of the 
| 3 55 moon on a fun · dial. 5 


„1. „Wen the ſnadow falls poles on the hour 1 12, then 
time of the Moon's ſouthing, found in the preceding 


a table is the exa& time of n 1 But in other caſes, 


2. If the ſhadow wants of 12, ſee how much it wants 

of it; Which time ſubſtracted from that of the Moon's 

ſouthing, leaves the time of night. Note, You 1985 add 

Jia hours to the Moon's- r e 
If the ſhadow has paſt 12, 

| Feaſt it to the time of the Moon's faiithi 


. ſum, if o 
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No: 138. Poor Robin. 37 
THE following is a Letter from a worthy Clergynian hear Da- 
entry, in Northamptonſhire, a companion of the Author A1 
renile days. He calls it a Sermon in Verſe, be that as he pleaſes; 
im certain that he means it as a uſeful lecture. There is not 
uch that is laughabfe, but there is a great deal of Truth in it, 
oth generally intereſting and inſtructive. I ſhall therefore give 
without any further ceremony, prefixing theſe lines ot the poet 
a proper Motto, n n Sd, 
Dere is a luft in man no charm can tame, 
Of loudly publiſbing bis neighbour's ſhame : 
Qn eagle's wings immortal ſcandals fly ; 
While virtuous actions are but born and die. 
TO you, Sir Robert Poor, theſe Lines I fend, 
Becauſe I know you an old truſty friend; 
A lover of your country too, and one | 
Whoſe ev'ry with is, that things right go on- 


4 


Foe to detraction, infamy, and ſpite, n ABER 
That utters ſlander black and dreads the light. J 
Theſe to expoſe in face of open da  - Th 


That ſo their authors all be mended may; 
For charity and truth promote we muſt, Aer : 
And every thipg ws know gout and juſt, . , 
But ſecret evil ſpeaking is a thing, | | 
Into the world is daily ſeen to bring 
A multitude of miſchiefs ; and the loud 
{Reviling and reproaches of the prayd + 
Too frequently moſt horrid crimes produce, 
Murder, Revenge, and every foul] abuſe.- - 
Things of ſo black a dye theſe, they may well 
Be ſaid to frighten even fiends in hell. 
'I'fay, Sir Robert, I to you impart | 
The following o'erflowings of my heart. 
You know. that general fatire is a thing, WT: 
By which the wile have often ſtrove to bring 
Men to a ſenſe of folly, by revealing | 
What's conſequent to other people's feeling. 
And tho I know you love jocoſe to be,  _ 
For once lay tbis afide, and ſuffer me on 
Ta fill ſome pages with what ſerious is; | 
For once, I hope, it can't be thought amiſs. _ © 4 7 BE 
Laugh not, nor ſtart, old friend, at what I mention, 


: 
„ Þ 


L 
To give a ſermon. here is my intention. 
dab n t'Iike that you heard, when, heretofore t 
In; you ſtood peeping at a meeting door ; , | 
But ſuch a one as never found a preacher, - . | 
In any rebaptis'd new-fangled teacher, | | 
1 | C 3 - 7 


* 
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Had fach a Was 0 f IP 
His meeting-howſe hag prav'd a 5 De 
. For, had 4 not. — abſolutely 8 ri Of 
«M6? ne'er;a pulpit there durſt mount oY Or 
he dockrine true, there preach 55 heart als, | Ti 
+ Folks hate to hear, you know, of their own. faults, | A 
„Ni. the church clergy all are fools, and dir In 
is is the cue all who would pleaſe muſt nnd. | If 
That they aſſur'd are, and a cholen race... , .. : . T 
Peculiar, and alone in heaven haveplace. © At 
Theſe are the things that each new-baptiſt moſt Or 
Inſiſt upon, or trampled de to duſt. | | Ye 
But leit I tediouꝭ be, here take, old friend, | | A 
The ſermon true, and read it to the end. W 
To evil ſpeak of no man. Titur, this W 
To teach mankind, could never be ami. A. 
With other cautions, to rehearſe, v. 
In the third chapter and the fecond vorſe . | v. 
Of his E Epiſtle, Paul t ht fit to mention, | A. 
And doubtleſs did it with the beſt intention. Fo 
For ſince mankind their faculties muſt uſe, 5 U; 
That they thoſe faculties may not abuſe, % 7 
Their judgments they on ſomething muſt employ, 3 A 
That doing this, they others toutes annoy, . v 
There's need of caution. On the other band, © 2 T] 
When people quite regardleſs ſeem to ſtand | 
Of what is ſaid or thought of them, nor are Cc 
Of the great uſe of a name aware, Henne O1 
Which 1s the precious jewel of the foul, (9-5 1.37% T. 
And ſhould exorbitant defires controul .,. B. 
For fear it ſhould be loſt 1 Since, if once gone. Is 
All hopes of uſetulneſs are with it own, © _= W 
So, to its excellency to be blind, Latte 0 
Is a ſure ſign of a degen rate mind, 9 — 4 
That loſt has a moft ſtro een frow ill, 
To follow an ungovernable will. 15 
The caſe of ſuch a one is full as bad e 
e e * 
In ſpeaking farther on this ſubj e, , 
It to divide into five parts wil — i ki 


4 


The firſt, the nature of the vics-to . 
Then of its prohibitien, the extenſion; 2 
Next, let the cauſes of this vice be own, l 
Fourthly, the ills and conſequences known: r 
Some — conſiderations then are added, 
the 4 88 you may W ded, | 


” 
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To evil ſpeak of none, none to defame, 

Slander no reputation or good name. 

Detraction, is the ſaying any thing 
Of others, that diſparagement may bring z Q 
Or cauſe reproach, and leſſen reputation, TE. 
Thus rend ring them of leſs uſe in their tation. 
And this, whether the thing thus faid by you 
In detriment to them, be falſe or true. 

If falſe; and that they fo are well you know, 

'Tis calurany and baſeneſs to àct ſo: f 
And if you know it not, but take it up 

On the report of others, flander's cup - 

You ſhew you love to drink in; hurtful this, 
And more injurious, ſince nought amiſs 

Was by your neighbour done, yet him you ſerv'd 
With ſlander groundleſs, wholly undeſerv'd. 

And tho” the ill you ſpeak be true, and fo 

You nothing ſay but what You're ſure you know 
Yet this too is the vice of defamation, * 
And tends to hurt your neighbour's reputation. 
For 'tis a fault to ſpeak the ill that's true, 

Unleſs neceſſity claims it from you; 

Tis contrary to charity beſide, 


And goodneſs, which ſhould ev'ry Chriſtian guide, 


When other's faults you needleſsly divulge, 

Tho! they too openly in them in ulge. 
Again, tis evil-ſpeaking, which the text 

Condemns in authors firſt, and tellers next. 

On hear-ſay evidence an ill report 

To ſpread of others, is moſt cruel ſport: 

Becauſe the man ill ſpoken of, I fay, 

Is equally defam'd in either way; 

Whether you ſpeak the evil that you know, 


Or that which others ſay, and you wiſb fo. 


Either of any man we evil = . 
Before his face, or elſe behind bis back; 
The former ſeems more generous, but withal 
Is the t fault which we reviling call: 

As to the latter, tis both mean and baſe, 


Since back-biters are loaded with diſgrace, + 
. Laſtly, if ill be faid in oftentation, 1 
Or more obſcure oblique inſinuation; 1 


Whether downright reproach the ul convey, - 
Or crafty fly con ning be the way, 4 
It matters not, the end is to defame ; © l 
The manner of addreſs W Pas 

g 8 ks * & A 4 \ 
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Was miſchief. This more dext'rous thought may be, 
But not one jot from faultineſs more free : 
Oft are theſe ſmoother ſhafts of ſlander found 


' To give a deeper and more deadly wound. 


When people to atk queſtions have the way, 


And nod and wink, and hum, but nothing ſay, 


Or hinting what they know, if ſpeak they durſt, 

ao leave, and wiſh you to ſuſpect the worſt. 
theſe, and ſuch-like arts, tho' they ſeem may 

To be a tenderer and gentler way - 2 

Of uſing other's reputation, will! 

Be found the moſt malicious methods till, 


And moſt effeftual cunning can create, 


The moſt vile ſlanders thus to propagate; 
And by inſinuating worſe than's ſaid, 


[he oubts create in each unwary head 
And m 


ake men think there's ſomething much amiſs, 


Tho! they preciſely know not What it 1s. 


Muſt reach no further than tis really meant, 
. Leſt it be abſolutely underſtood, ' 


7 74 


So that it matters not how ſlander's dreſs d, | 


If by it's ſhafts our neighbour be diſtreſs'd z 
If he's thereby defam'd, and hurt, and: yext, 
It is the vice forbidden in the text. 

Next, of this prohibition, the extent 


That we of evil men always ſpeak good. 

This, in ſome caſes, is.nor right nor fit, ; 
But contrary to duty, ſenſe, and wit. 8 
The caſes, then, tis needful here to view, 


When we muſt ſpeak the evil that is true. 


"Tis lawful and commendable, if we 


Be ſure we are from pride and paſſion free, : 


And only wiſh our neighbour to amend, 
To act the part of a true faithful friend; 
His faults, in private, to himſelf diſcloſe, 


And what advantages he gives his foes. 
If we're of rank or age thus bold to be; 


If not, it will more prudent ſeem, if we 
Chuſe one of more authority and years 


Diſcloſe to him our knowledge and our fears, 1 | 


And beg he would the uſeful freedom take, 


Which would us to our friend obnokious make. 
But then, we, muſt be ſure his only end 


And wiſh will be, the other to amen. 


Withal, this muſt be done with caution great, 


Leſt in his breaſt ſuſpicion we, ereate, 


No 


] 
] 
] 
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, That this is not for love and kindneſs done, 
| 5 mingled with ſome paſſion of our owh ; 
„ quit mor reforming the pretence, 
railers and reproachers we commence z- 
100 act, as it we rather meant to prove 
Our on authority, than ſhew our love. 
Again, tis law . tis our duty, where 
Legally called upon, to witneſs bear 
Againſt another's faults and crimes; but we 
Impartial and unprejudic'd. muſt be. 
For giving teſtimony of this kind, 
In due obedience to the laws that bind;- 
45 * t of rev'rence to the holy name . 
= which the laws are ſanction' d, who can blame ? 
he truth, and all the truth we then muſt ſpeak, 
Leſt we the ſacred obligation break. | 
Another lawful cauſe ariſes hence | . 
When abſolutely needful in defence , I 
And vindication of ourſelves, if we | | 
To publiſh others faults think ourſelves free. 
When you your innecency mult betray 
Without it, other's faults reveal you may. 138. 
To hide another's ſhame, no charity : 
Requires, that you yourſelt defam'd ſhould be. 
And tho' a man e'er ſo much goodneſs had, 
And e'er ſo careful not to ſpeak what's bad, | 
His own good name he'd firſt ſecure, and then X 
Shew his concern for that of other. men. | 
And for the world it would be well and wiſe, 
If all men's charity thus high would riſe, 
And none would hurt another man's fair fame, 
Excepting to preſerve his own good name. 
ivulge another's faults we ſometimes may, 
Left a third perſon ſhould be led aſtray; 
Or, to infected be. is in great dan zer, 
From one, to whoſe rea a; ſtamp do] is a ſtranger. 
Bad compapy and ill examples are i 
Enticing as they're hurtful, like a ſnare 
Entangle thoſe that ſmall experience have. 
The young and giddy from the bad to fave, 
By warning them of danger, is the part 
Of ev'ry with head and honeſt heart. 
Beſides theſe things ſo obvious in condition, 
We are not hinder' 4 by this prohibition, 
But that we other's well-known faults may mention | 
* u with no bad 1 47 | 


\ 


us 
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Poor Robin. 
When they're quite public, and notorious grown, 
They cannot be ſuppoſed to be unknown. of by 


So may we to a friend in na BOD HAN 
ifiake ; | 


Of a third perſon's ignorance or m 

When we're ſecure no ill uſe will be made 

- Thereof, nor any fecret be betray'd. 

Provided always, we take no delight 

In ſpeaking il} of others out of ſpite. 

The ſeldomer this is, the better ſtill, 

Tho' without malice, or deſign of ill; 

To ſhew we take no pleaſure in this ſort 

Of talk, nor love to feed on ill report. 

Theſe are the common cafes, when we may 

The evil that's well-known of others ſay. 

So obvious they, and from exception free, 

The text to them cannot extended be. 
Laying aſide, then, theſe diſlinctions nice, 

Now for the roots and cauſes of this vice 

Of 2 Tis ill nature firſt, 

A diſpoſition cruel and accurſt. 

By a miſtake, tho' general, moſt unfit, ' 
nature paſſes among men for wit; 

As cunning does for wiſdom, tho' they are 

Different as light from darkneſs, I declare. 

And tho* their ſemblance may the unwiſe entice, 

They're diſtant as fair virtue from foul vice. 

hard *tis plainer evidence to find, 
Of general bad temper in mankind ; 8 


In nothing tis more evidently ſhown, 


Than that they're ſo to evil - ſpeaking prone. 


The mouth ſpeaks from th* abundance of the heart. 


This I on high authority impart. / 
And therefore men cenforioufly abide, 
Inclin'd to the uncharitable fide ; 

And never better pleas'd with any ſport, 
Than when they propagate ſome ill report, 
Or tale ridiculous about their neighbour, 


And others find to pay them for their labour 3 1 


Who greedy drink it in with much delight, 
Altho as falſe as hell, and black as night. 
But yet all are thus far by juſtice led, 72 
All hate the miſcreants who ſuch tales ſpread.; 
And wit have to conclude, that ſuch as thoſe 

By all mankind eſteem'd ſnould be as foes. / 
And have no doubt but they will all and ſome 
Serve them the ſame. in the next place they come. 

j 8 1 


13800. 


NO, 


5885852 essere se r . PO SR 


Another 


300. Bo. 1 38. Poor Old Sir Robin. 


other 


Not much regarding, 


Of meddling and of talking too the itch, 


Can them no way concern; they. love and rive 


Or have not heard of ſuch important news, | * 


Another common cauſe, to own moſt ſad, 
Is that ſo many know themſelyes for bad 
And at each opportunity rejoice, 
Of againſt others lifting up the voice 
Of general flander, knowing well that they 
Themſelves ought to be ſerv'd in the ſame way, 5 
Readieſt to ſlander others, are the elves 
Who feel that they no merit have themſelves : „ 
To others they'll allow none. By this thing | 
They all men to a level ſtrive to wes 1 
All others thought they'd have as bale, and try 
And hope to juſtify themfelves thereby. - , 
Revenge and malice are another ſource, _ | 
When men, thro' heat and paſſion, take this courſe, 
They will not then conſider what is true, 
But headſtrong miſchief out of ſpite they do. 
They backbite others when they are aggriev'd, 
Or know, or think qr 4am have receiv'd ; 
when with paſſion hot, 
Whether the evil ſaid be true or not. 
Another cauſe is envy, Who can ſtand 


Before her jaundic'd eye and iron hand? 


She, vulture- like, fo greedy is of prey, 
dhe feeds on herown vitals, people ſay. 
Men on the good that is in others, look 
With evil eye reproachfully miſtook, 

As if by it obſcur'd were their fair fame, 


Or thereby leſſen'd were their own good name. 
' Whereas the world of goodneſs. has great need, 
And were it abſent, would be poor indeed, 


Yet envious men think qualities moſt bright 
Are only fitted to obſcure their light : 
This makes them always wer þ dirt to fling 
Induſtriouſly to publiſh any thing, 1 
That to a rival's prejudice may tend, 
Or blaſt his reputation in the end. 
As if they thought it would exalt their name, 
To build jt on another's ruin d fame. 

An idle curioſity, likewiſe 5 
Impertinence are cauſes of this vice. 


/ 


About the affairs of other people, which 


} 4 


To mix, and into other's buſineſs dive. 
Are ignorant loath to ſeem of other's views, 


- 
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As others faults and follies ; ought amiſs, 

That in good company heard talk of, is. 

O how induſtrious they are! and quick, 
That they ſome idle fteries' up may pick 

Good matter of Giſcourſe, they thus gain ſome, * 


To ſpread in the next company they come, 


That worthy of them is. This oft is done, 
Not out of malice, but for wanton fun ; 
Becauſe they nothing better have to ſay, 


And that their parts ſhine chiefly in that way. 


For wantonneſs, and fool's drverſion' too, 
"Tis often ſeen that men this miſchief do. 
So little do theſe people light and vain | 


That thus a man's fair * ſtain, 
7 


Conſider this thing ſacred, which the wiſe 
Above all gold and diamonds — nes tt 
Or judge, how thinking men muſt be diſtreſs'd 
To have this made the ſubject of a jeſt. k 
For, next to ſporting precious hfe away, | 
What can more barbarous be, than thus to play 


With men's good name and honour? Things that are 
elf to 


Than life itft rudent men more dear. 
Fourthly, the ill effects I wiſh to ſhow, 


From this unmanly vice which always flow, 


To others and ourſelves. - And to thoſe firſt 
Who're ſo affected by our toagues accurſt. 
To them we ſurely a great injury do, 

And often tis high provocation too: 


It always matter is of no ſmall grief 
And trouble to them, ſhould it gain belief. 
If what is ſaid be falſe, without doubt this 


An injury paſt reparation is. 

And tho' we afterwarils our words to eat, 

That is, to call them back, endeavour 5 yet ; 
This makes but imall amends; ſuch vindication 
Stops not of infamy the propagation. 


It runs like wildfire, far and wide tis ſpread, 


While all attempts to vindicate lie dead. 

To ſtop the ſcandal fruitleſs the effort, 

When once impreſſions made are ot this ſort. 

But commonly, beſides the injury, | 

A provocation grievous tis we ſees © © 
Of which we cannot know the conſequen ce; 


© Whatdangers and what quarrels may ſpring hence! 


Tis always matter of great griet at beſt, 


To him who is by ſcandal robb'd of reſt. 
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; And Chriſtianity, which, under heaven, 
ls the beſt-natur'd inſtitution given, 

Forbids us in the leaſt to wrong our brother, 
Or ought to do, that may grieve one another. 
More tender nothing is than a good narae, 
How cautiouſly the wiſe all keep the fame ! 
How deep into the ſoul a wound muſt fink, 
There given, let each good and wiſe man tbink. 

The conſequences of this vice, this curſe, 

To us, as others, are as bad, or worſe. 
Whoe'er is wont of others ill to ſpeak, 
His own fair character muſt quickly break. 
And odious make himſelf by arts like theſe, 
Even to thoſe he wiſhes moſt to pleaſe. _. p 
And what our Lord ſays of this very thing, 
We into mind ſhould not forget to bring. 
That with what meaſure we to others mete, 
To us it ſhall be meaſur'd, upheap'd, great, 
And running over. Nothing in the world - 
More equally, and commonly is hurl'd, 
Than rend'ring ill for ill, railing for mii 
ng. 


*Tis hard to, ſay what's a more common fai 
Further than words too oft revenge proceeds, 
Tis parent of the moſt atrocious deeds. 
Of fland'rous and reproachful ſpeech the woes, 
Both to ourſelves and other folks, who knows ? 
It many a man has coſt his precious life, 
Or that of ſome dear brother or lov'd wife. 
To ſay no mare, now, of theſe miſchiefs, which 
Are plain as open.day to poor and rich ; 
So mutable are all things here below, 
Subject to time and chance, no man can know 


Whoſe kindneſs and goodwill be ought to prize, { 
Or come to ſtand in need of eber he : Þ+ | 
So that it only to conſult his eaſe, $ 
Or his own ſafety, quietneis, and e, "AF 
He ought from evil-ſpeaking to refrain, 74 HE 


And cautiouſly nones reputation ſtain. | 
For, ſays the Pſalmiſt, he that would live long, 
Muſt carefully from evil keep his tongue. | 
+ Moſt weighty the conſideration is: Fat 
If we allow ourſelves to ſpeak amiſs, 
All our religion's nothing but pretence, . 
* And like an empty ſound devoid of ſenſe. . 
1 For this St. James to tell us has made free; 
K any man zeligious ſeem. to be, | 5 


And 
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And will not bridle his unruly tongue, | 
But his own heart deceives, by bias wrong 


His neighbour's reputation if he ſtain 
Toa 2 that man's religious vain, 


de ſlanderers and revilers, among thoſe 


| This bleſſing we pervert, when lies we broach, 


To give another man a cheap good word. 


- 


The mouth that ſlandereth without controul, 


| Becauſe they were with noble fonls endow'd. -- . 
That fo we might our N communicate, 
e 


May be thought chargeable ; this cannot be; 


Paul puts, who are of God and man the foes. 
And by our gracious maſter taught are we, 
That by our words hereafter we ſhall be 
Condemn'd or juſtify d. O! let this teach 

Us ro beware of every idle fpeech ; Fond 
And from backbiting all our tongues refrain, 
And every word that idle is and vam, 
The wiſe man fays, tho' e'er ſo ſecret thought, 
Surely no wickedneſs ſhall paſs for nought. 
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Does all it can to ſlay the precious ſoul. 

So, in the fifth place, let me now diſſuade 
You from this dangerous, tho? common trade. 
Tbe uſe of ſpeech 1s the peculiar gift, 

*Tis man's prerogative, him' to uplife 
Above the brute creation, and beſtow'd, 
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Our wants and withes ab to ſtate. 

Or utter ſlander, miſchief, and reproach. 

Oft others to ſpeak well, at leaſt not ill, 

Muſt needs be a-cheap kindneſs; as it will! 
Only require our filence, for we may ; ; 
Always, when good we cannot, nothing fay. 

A. good word, well we know, can nothing coſt, 
When by the con our peace is loſt, * 

Some inſtances of charity we ſee 


The man moſt covetous may ſtill afford 


And than this eaſy thing, tis eaſier ſtill, 
But to his tongue rettrain from ſpeaking ill. | 
_ Conſider too, no quality mare tends 81 
To gain a man good- will, and many triends, In 
Than when it can be truly fd that he . T 


GE OBS Ann, > rm i 


Is from the vice of evil-ſpeaking fre. In 


Save piety and juttice, nothing is Ls 
A greater commendation thought than this, H 


That known he never was, another's fame T 


1 


To blaſt, or publiſh what might prove his ſhame. - WW 
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To have all men's, at leaſt all good 
We wiſh, and wiſely wiſh muſt all our days; 

To have our faults conceal'd, and not proclaim'dy 
Or thoſe things utter'd whereof we're aſham'd 5 


Poor Sir Robin. 
His hand i his heart let each man la) 
And how he feets, - 


But with what face can we from men « 
Behaviour ſuch as we ourſelves neglect ? 
When tempted to ſpeak ill of others, we 


f Should ſearch within ourſelves, if we be free 
- - From the fame faults, or others of like kind, 


Withal remembering this advice to mind: 

He that without fin is caſt the firſt ſtone» , 

The author and occafion are well known. 
Laſtly, conſider, it oft found will be 
To other folks as great a charity, 

The ill you know of them if you conceal, 

Ani not to their diſparagement reveal, 

As if, in great diſtreſs and need you gave 


Them ſuſtenance, and kept them from the grave. 
And he a man hard-hearted muſt be thought 
Indeed, who can't by other's needs be brought 

To give them a ſmall alms, nor favour grant 
| To . | 


ſe in great extremity and want. 


On theſe conſiderations let us all 
In with the Pſalmiſt's reſolution fall; 
I take heed to my ways will to this end, 


That with my tongue I never may offend. 
Amending this one fault, we all ſhould be 
Found better men, from other ills more free. 
I mean, correcting this one vice, if try"d, 
With others that to it are near ally'd, 


And which, with the fame reſolution, wou'd 
Corrected be, if we'd act as we ſhou'd ; 
Owners of many virtues this would make us, 


And-onwards to perfection far would take us. 
It being hardly to be thought that he, 
Whom conſcientious in bis words we ſee, 
Should not with equal cate his. actions guard, 
In ſenſe of an hereafter ſure reward. 

To this St. James muſt certainly allude 


In this wiſe ſaying, wherewith I conclude. 
Not to offend in word, if any man 


Has learn'd, and always this be practice can, 


The ſame's a perfect man. Then happy be, 5 


when he's ſo us d, then ſay. - 
men's praiſe 
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the years tevolying n eres have brought on thi 
wiped a in ee 1e en centu y. © Experichee, it is ſaie, — 


0 2 zn is when? We know be was called the wiſef 
man who brought'in wiſdom perſonified after the manner of the eaſt, ang 
aſking—how: long ye fFgxple ones,” will ye love -fimplicity, and ye ſeornen 
delignt in your ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge ? II un e at, my _reproof 
Lays ſhe. Rut, alas l= little en does ſhe thus cry along nd utter 
der voice in the LINE they are filled wih - tmp ang men ct ax if 
reſolved to 78 fools, Not al the. experience of up ,nor all 0 
ſufferings of all the * ng one before can 4. ee 

nor their own- ſufferings ar Who ever er. 
ſuffer for it? This alt s and all. w / the truth of, and therefore go and 
a juſt, as if they believed the contraty. Think not that I ſay this 
becauſe I celight in railing, no, it is becauſe I ore truth, and that all 
this is true, 1 leave mankind to be their own'J Ad make them feel, 
know, and be convinced that the Devil — t 8 Being well convinced 
myſclf, that what of this ſort I ſee ty the rid; can no otherwiſe be 
accounted for, but on the heſis of an evil agent, that bas the p“ wer 
of reaſon and delithts i in miſchief. The conß deration of this, and of the 

events that bappen in the world, through à ſucceſſion of ages, nay one 

date year may be enough, to make every thinking man pray, and 1 hope 

all my readers ſay theit prayers, and lay a particular emphaſis on thoſe 
weighty words *thy kingdom come.“ But I muſt not here dwell longer upot 

ſuch a ſerious ſubject, but re member that 1 am Poor Robin, and write t 

de ales, oo at, 1 therefore write 3s I pleaſe, and you, gentle reader, ma 

Can, and if you do ſo becauſe you think yourſelf wiſe, I have 
. ob” bod who it is that is wiſer in his own conceit than ſoven men that 
„ eren that there is more bope of à Fool than 


of dim; So that there * . Me te: Ber he I ſuppoſe however iti 


when he bean 1 and” lips. Iz e loves to be 


young. are Gred e 
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2 in e therefore right 
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